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What We Are Doing Next 
Week

Grammar, Citations, Information Literacy, Astrid Visit, Process Analysis 
Paper (Don’t Worry We are Re-using What You Already Wrote)



What We Covered Yesterday

● Handed in poems (I will have them for you Monday).
● Talked about essay structure.
● Discussed thesis statements and reviewed content from Chapter 2 of the 

textbook.
● Boomerang Free Write.
● Conversational vs Formal English.
● Began free write personal essay assignment.



Eng 204 Website 

● I made you all  a website find the Power points while 
we wait for Canvas to get fixed! It also has a link to an 
older edition of the textbook. If your download codes 
are still broken, you can legally use this to follow 
along.

● https://stpaulseng204.neocities.org/
● Take a picture of this with your phone or bookmark 

the URL now after typing it in on your computer’s 
internet browser (cntrl + d on Windows, command + d 
on Mac).

● I am not allowed to take digital submissions outside of 
canvas so you must print out your essay.

https://stpaulseng204.neocities.org/


Today’s Writing Exercise

● Today we will be doing a more structured 
exercise for students that have mentioned 
preferring structured writing and to try 
something new for those of you who are less 
comfortable with it.

● We are going to spend the first 10 minutes 
answering prompts about your personal essay. 
You may have answered some of these 
already in your preparation so focus on the 
questions you haven’t gotten to yet!



Writing Prompts

● What is your thesis statement?
● What general information can help lead up to your thesis? 
● What are two pieces of evidence for your thesis? (you should have two body 

paragraphs in your personal essay)
● How does how your evidence compare and contrast to different experiences 

you’ve had?
● What is something that might make people think your thesis is wrong?
● What’s a way you can disprove them or prove your thesis is still a correct or 

important idea?



Body Paragraphs

● What we will discuss starts on page 48 of the 13th edition (if you have the 
book) and page 46 of the 12th edition (if you are following along with the older 
edition I found online).

● Body paragraphs consist of evidence that support your thesis statement.
● Steps to Writing Well contains the following ideas about body paragraphs:

○ How to write a topic sentence (a sentence that introduces what the paragraph is about).
○ How to present evidence that ensures paragraph development (including enough evidence 

and quality evidence without repeating yourself).
○ How to write a unified paragraph (not changing ideas and staying focused).
○ How to achieve paragraph coherence (making sense and being easy to follow).



Continuing the Hour Glass/Sandwich of Writing

Topic Sentence

Evidence

Conclusion

Thesis Statement

Body Paragraphs

Conclusion

● Writing an essay is like constructing an hourglass or a sandwich shape.



Writing An Informal Outline of Your Body Paragraphs

● Why outline my work?
○ Makes it easier to write.
○ Improves coherence.

● What’s the difference between a formal and informal outline?
○ Bullet points versus full sentences.
○ Lack of parallel parts.
○ Whatever works best for how you think!
○ Helps you plan your topic sentence.



An Example Outline



Translating Your Outline Into a Body Paragraph

(these are all one paragraph in the book but 
is just split over two pages)



Paragraph Development: Always be FLEXing

Factual - State your claim as evidence you will support.

Layout - Layout your argument in a clear way.

Evidence - Provide clear evidence.

eXamine - Be thorough.



Examples of Paragraph Development



What Counts as Evidence?

● There are many different types of evidence you can use!
● What type of evidence is appropriate depends on your audience.
● Types of evidence can include:

○ Observations
○ Experiences
○ Hypotheticals
○ Reasoned Through Arguments (logic)
○ Facts
○ Statistics
○ Quotations from Experts



Backing up Citations

● Academic essays often ask you to cite the text and analyze it.

FOR EXAMPLE

● My point:
○ Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken” discusses a hypothetical way the speaker makes 

meaning (as opposed to something he’s actually done).
● How I’d write about it in the essay:

○ In the last stanza of the poem the speaker states, “I shall be telling this with a sigh/ 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: /Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—/I took the 
one less traveled by,/And that has made all the difference.” While this initially reads like 
something that has already happened, the speaker is actually imagining a hypothetical 
future. Rather than saying in the present moment of the poem that he is taking “the one 
less travelled,” he is considering how he would tell the story of this moment to an 
audience.



Paragraph Length and Unity

● Each paragraph should address a single idea.
● Just like commas and periods separate ideas in a sentence, paragraphs 

separate ideas in your essay.
● Next week we will be focusing on grammar and when to connect or separate 

ideas in a sentence. This will also be a chance for you to revise your essay 
based on feedback I give you. (I will return your essays and poems to you 
Monday morning).



Transitional Language…The Deluxe Krabby Patty

● Transitional language conducts multiple ideas.
● This happens:

○ Inside paragraphs to connect your ideas.
○ At the start of paragraphs to connect them to 

your previous ideas.



Examples Transitional Language



Strategies for Strong Transitions



Strategies for Strong Transitions 



Strategies for Strong Transitions 



Strategies for Strong Transitions 



Free Writing Exercise

● What is your personal essay about?
● What examples are you providing of how you feel about free writing?
● How does how your experience now compare and contrast to different 

experiences you’ve had?
● What is something that people might say to counter your experiences?
● What’s a way you can still assert that your experiences and thoughts in the 

essay are valid?



Conclusions

These slides were not in class but I have added the information we discussed in 
the textbook!

● Conclusions recapitulate your argument and help your writing end on  strong 
note.

● Just like a TV show, book, or movie having a bad ending, ending your essay 
poorly is like a let down for the reader.

●



Conclusion Techniques (13th ed: 88, 12th ed online 82)

● Your textbook provides several examples of ways to write a conclusion. There 
are examples of each of these in the text.

○ A summary of the thesis and the essays major points.
○ An evaluation of the importance of the essay’s subject.
○ A statement of te essay’s broader implications.
○ A recommendation or call to action.
○ A warning based on the thesis.
○ A quotation from an authority or someone whose insight emphasizes the main point.
○ An anecdote or brief example that emphasizes or sums up the point of the essay.
○ An image or description that lends finality to the essay.
○ A rhetorical question that makes the readers think about the essay’s main point.
○ A forecast or prediction based on the essay’s thesis.
○ An ironic twist , witticism, pun, or playful use of words.









Today’s Lesson In Summary

● Body paragraphs are where you provide and analyze evidence for your 
thesis.

● In the same way sentences contain single thoughts, your body paragraphs 
each address one topic.

● A good topic sentence and outline will make it easier to analyze and explain 
evidence.


